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doors in 1g10. One hundred years later,
they're the oldest game in town and they still

manage to be at the forefront of their !IE Id.
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l t's generally considered & bad thing if peaple are walking all over you.
But generations of Morth Shore Bamilies have walked all over the hard
work of Kashian Bros. Flooring, and President Doug Stein couldn’t be
mipre pleased, “This is our reo-year anniversary,” hie says with a smile, "We
slarted -.-elebr-almgm the beginning of the year, but we'll probably have a big
celebration in September, which was the actual month that the business was
slarted.”

When Haig Kashian and his brother opened Kashian Bros. in igio, it was as
a carpet-cleaning service, Today, the showroom stands in the exact same loca-
tion i Wilmette, but the services they offer have expanded iremendously. No
matter what the current fashion in floors is, Kashian Bros. can cover il

“Flooring 15 a very Bshion-forward business. [ does follow a lol of irends,”
savs Doug, “A few vears ago, the big trend in floors was hamban, For a while,
evervbody was putting carpet down over wosd loors, then everybody was
tearing the carpet up and going back 1o wood floors.”

The hottest frend in wood Boors right now is called hand-seraped Boor-
ing, It's the onky method of fooring that has the organic feel of an artisan’s
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touch. Esch floorboard is seraped by
hand 1o smooth and findsh it o that
when the entire Hoor is sssembled.
every foorboard is unique. This
metheosd wns used to finish all hard-
wood floors before the invention
of modern sanding techniques, b
now ils the stlish allernative 1o
mchine-made fooring, and the
prefecred technique for geiling a
one-of-s-kind floor ingrained with
e genuine fexiure of the crafls-
man s hand. While some companies
ofler machined Booring with a
hand-seraped Jook, Kashian Bros
actually serapes each Hoorboard by
I'I.Fll'||i.

Inierior desyners know the slar-
thing effect a Boor can have on the
appearance of a room That's why
the: Brsir his comie o be known as
the “Hifth wall.” As the color paleiies
of décor shift and darker tones re-
turn b center slage, suddenly. the
golden oak floorhoards contrast
with the decoration in a space. Re-
vitalizing vour existing floor can
b a2 easy as restaining the wood
to a darker color, and with Kashian
Bros. s dusi-free sanding svstem, il
never made more sense. “The w 1y
il was done prioe b dusi-free sand-
ing was by putting a bag on the back
of the machine, but that bag had 1o
breathe. 5o all the really fine dust
partieles went airhorne; vou had 1o
wear masks, you had 1o lape every-
|||.|||r___ rIHI.i\ s a ||'|I'|I.|:||"1| =lv clean
syatem,” savs Doug. “We were the
first omes on the Morth Shore really
to introduce dusi-free sanding and
refinishing.” And they hand-mix the
new slain on-sibe 1o verifv that its
ther exact shade you're ||'||:-l;:in|:'| for,

sometimes  refinishing  hard-

wirid floors is simply about longev
ity. (ver lime, the normal wear and
iear that comes from walking on a
flour wears through the protective
Laver of pobvrethane that keeps the
wiiel from getting damaged. Onee
your'we worn through the layer in a
Few spols, those sections will starl fo
dizevbor ﬁru‘l |:|'||' entire 'Hllllr' nierds
to be stripped down io the wood,
resanvded, and refinished. Howeser,
il you catch it before the protective
I.am ¢ has worn through, all it needs
is a simple “sereen and coal,” where
they buff ihe seratehes ot of the top
laver and add another coat of pro-
tection, With simple preveniaiive
mainlenance every few vears, your
hardwand foeors will last forever
and mever pequire any major refur-
hishmieni.

Although hardwood is ot rght
now, carpet @5 still a vital part of
the indusiry. Finished basements
bedrooms, and stairways are still
roulinely receiving the carpel treat-
ment all acrass the Morh Shore
Kachian Bros. has spent years com-
piling the select group of mills that
rh:-:; by froan o l:rul.i.-ulq- s with
e styles, shades, and values than
can easily be imagined.

They also carry a vasl variely of
aren rugs, The traditional choice
wirild be one of their many oriental
rugs, bt if vou're booking for some-
thing specific, custom-designed
rugs are & spreialty of Kashian Bros
Whether vou just wanl to pick &
stvle for the main body and choose
another stvle and shade as 8 barder,
or vou're Irving fo achieve some-
thing & specilic as getting an arca
rug with the Bmily crest embls-
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